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NHS Registration Policy

Thank you for your enquiry to register with our practice.  It is at the discretion of the partners to accept you onto our patient list and subject to the following criteria.  (Please note that this policy is derived from Department of Health guidelines.)

Registration

Please find below our policy regarding your registration.

· We have a catchment area within which you must live.

· We require your Full name, Date of Birth, Current Address and previous GP details.  (This is required to ensure we can trace the correct medical records for you.)

Identity verification requires two supporting documents, one of which MUST confirm that your address is within our catchment area.

· Proof of identity – i.e.  National Passport, Photo Driving Licence, National Identity Card, Application Registration Card (ARC) and visa where applicable.
· Personal Bank/Credit Card, National Insurance Card or NHS Medical Card.
· Proof that you are ordinarily resident in the UK and have been for 6 months.  I.e. Utility bill, tenancy agreement, bank statement, council tax bill or other official/government correspondence verifying proof of address.
If you have just come into the UK we will need proof that you intend to work or study in the UK.  We would require a Work Permit or supporting letter from your employer or the education provider.

EVERYONE is eligible for:

· EMERGENCY CARE

· IMMEDIATE & NECESSARY TREATMENT
If you are seen by a GP under either of these categories it does not entitle you to permanently register with our practice.  Should you require further treatment, with the necessary documentation you can register with us.  If you cannot provide these, we will see you as a PRIVATE PATIENT and you will be charged accordingly.

You are entitled to the full range of NHS Services if you are ORDINARILY RESIDENT in the United Kingdom.  (I.e. in the UK lawfully, voluntarily and as part of your settled life.)  This is irrespective of nationality, ethnicity or previous payment of UK taxes and National Insurance.

A person who intends to stay in the UK for less than six months would not usually be regarded as ordinarily resident and would therefore not be eligible to full registration.

Asylum seekers and refugees given leave to remain in the UK, or awaiting the results of application to remain, are regarded as ordinarily resident and entitled to full NHS GP treatment.

Do you reside outside the UK for more than 90 days?

If you do YOU MAY NO LONGER QUALIFY for the full range of NHS services.  There is often confusion as to entitlement where a person goes to live or work overseas and may return intermittently to the UK, for example for a holiday or to see family and friends.  A person who may be legitimately registered with a GP practice, but later decides to live, study or work overseas would not be entitled to continue to receive free NHS treatment, other than in an emergency if they returned to the UK for a holiday or short period before returning overseas.  They should have surrendered their NHS medical card when leaving the country.
This action does not preclude you from receiving treatment in an emergency or if you require Immediate & Necessary treatment.  If however treatment includes a hospital referral or any treatment delivered beyond Accident & Emergency in an Acute Hospital then it will be chargeable as a private patient.

It is strongly advised that patients arrange Private Health Insurance for future visits to the United Kingdom.

If you return permanently to the UK you can apply to register with us but you will be expected to demonstrate you have returned to re-settle for more than 6 months.  Documentation as listed will be required.

Thank you for complying with our registration policy.  This ensures you are eligible for the full range of NHS services, the correct medical records are obtained and that you live within our catchment area.

Please complete the following forms to register with our Practice:

· Registration Form for New Patients
· Ethnic Form
· New Patient Check Questionnaire (Patients age 16 & over.)
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